
Beyond the Library Walls:
Connecting with Underserved 

Communities Through Outreach
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Welcome!

 Aldo Vasquez
Graduated from UIUC in 2018
Branch Manager at Back of the Yards 
Co-Chair Latinx Services Committee 
Worked at 11 Branches in Chicago
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Back of the Yards 
Community
 Back of the Yards Stats (2022)

 62% Latinx
 22% African American
 Common Languages Spoken -

Spanish 57% 

 Recent Arrivals from Venezuela and 
Colombia
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Traditional Outreach

 Schools

 Parks

 Churches

 After School Programs
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Community Events

 Back to School Events

 Street Festivals
 Health Fairs
 Parades
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Outside the Box

 Food Distribution Events

 Laundromats
 Health Clinics
 Police Stations
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QUESTION?

Think of an unconventional 
location in your community 
where you would conduct 
outreach? 



Collaboration & 
Connection
 Museums

 Park Districts

 Non-Profit Organizations
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Elected Officials

 State Representatives

 City Clerk Office
 Alderperson
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Patron’s Needs
 ESL Classes

 Immigration Rights

 Free Legal Aid

 Mental Health Workshops

 CityKey
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Make Outreach Fun

 Prizes

 Bibliobike

 Swag
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QUESTION?

With an unlimited budget, what 
would you purchase to assist 
your library with outreach?



Flyers/Handouts

 Translate Documents
 Resource Handouts
 Flyers
 Program Calendars
 Take Home Kits
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Inviting Safe Space

 Signage
First Impressions
Accessibility 



INVITING SPACE FOR 
TEENS
 YOUmedia Space

Maker Technology

 Teen Paid Internships

 Volunteer Hours

 Teen Led Programs 

 Field Trips



Questions?

Aldo Vasquez
avasquez1@chipublib.org
312-747-9595

mailto:avasquez1@chipublib.org
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