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Introduction to ALA’s Public Programs Office (PPO)



What is a Programming Librarian?



National Impact of Library Public Programs Assessment (NILPPA)

• In a NILPPA survey of programming librarians:
– 93% said they learned to run programs on 

the job
– 62% from colleagues
– 74% from other informal learning (such as 

jobs in retail or planning parties)



nilppa.org



PPO Resources

• Free programming 
guides

• Online learning
• Programming 

Librarian
• Grant opportunities



Media Literacy for Adults - free practitioners’ guide



Let’s Talk About It!

● Check out the general 
Programming Guide 
for tips on how to run 
a series 

● 44 different themes



  



     



Libraries Transforming Communities



Libraries Transforming Communities



ProgrammingLibrarian.org



 



Other Places to Find Program Funding
1. States Humanities Councils/National Endowment for the Humanities

2. National Endowment for the Arts

3. State Libraries

4. Nonprofits (such as Friends of the Library groups)

5. Library Grants blog (librarygrants.blogspot.com), published by Stephanie K. 
Gerding and Pamela H. MacKellar

programminglibrarian.org/articles/9-places-you-can-apply-program-funds

http://librarygrants.blogspot.com/
http://programminglibrarian.org/articles/9-places-you-can-apply-program-funds


Grant Writing Tips

• Know what you want to 
accomplish

• Have a detailed budget
• Plan ahead
• Have a second set of eyes 

help review
• Reach out!

programminglibrarian.org/learn/grant-writing-101-basics-programming-librarians

https://programminglibrarian.org/learn/grant-writing-101-basics-programming-librarians


Current PPO Opportunities

• Find our current grant opportunities 
here: ala.org/tools/programming/apply

• Sign up for our Programming Librarian 
e-newsletter!



Questions?
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